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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


DIRECTIONS FOR AN ARIAN, SOCINIAN, OR INFI- 


DEL SERMONIZER. 


Prophesy not unto us right things ; speak unto us smooth things ; 
prophesy deceits. Isaiah xxx. 10. 


WHO could have uttered so strange a speech ? To whom could 
the request have been addressed? The context will inform us. 

“ Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come, for ever and ever; that this is 
a rebellious people, lying children; children that will not hear the 
law of the Lord; which say to the seers, see not; and tothe pro- 
phets, prophesy not unto us right things; speak unto us smooth 
things; prophesy deceits.” 

It seems then, that the persons speaking were “ rebellious people, 
who took counsel, but'not of the Lord ;. “lying children,” who loved 
and propagated lies; who would not believe the Holy Scriptures in 

Vos. 1. 19 
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their simplicity, but perverted them to the delusion and damnation 
of souls. 

The persons addressed were the seers or prophets, the public teach- 
ers or ambassadors from Jehovah. The seers of old sustained a cha- 
racter very similar to that of a gospel minister. It was their duty to 
publish the revealed will of God ; to warn the wicked, instruct the 
ignorant, and comfort mourners in Zion. These rebellious people, 
these lying children, desired the ministers of God to preach in such 
a manner as to please their wicked hearts. It is not to be supposed, 
that in precisely so many words, the wicked Israclites requested 
their prophets to speak smooth things, or to prophesy deceits. But 
this was the language of their disposition and conduct. Under one 
pretence or another, they opposed fidelity and plainness in their 
public teachers ; many they had slain, who had been guilty of no 
other crime, than that of speaking the truth, without disguise. If 
the wicked Jews imprisoned, stoned, and murdered the prophets 
for speaking the truth, the inference was, that they desired their 
prophets to speak agreeable falsehood. This construction Jehovah 
put upon their conduct, when he described their character. Lying 
ehildren would naturally love lies, and take pleasure in those pro- 
phets who proclaimed deceits. 

One of the kings of Israel spake the sentiments of his heart, and 
of all rebellious people, when he said, “there is yet one man, 
Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may inquire of the Lord; 
but I hate him: for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but 
evil.” With four hundred false prophets Ahab was well pleased, be- 
cause they prophesied deceits; but Micaiah was hated, because he 
would not speak smooth things, when God commanded him to de- 
nounce curses. 

Rebellious Americans, as well as rebellious Jews, say, “prophesy 
not unto us right things; speak unto us smooth things; prophesy 
deceits.” Men of corrupt hearts are alike in every age. . They 
love pleasant delusions, They cannot endure to hear the truth 
preached. There are at the present day, many opinions about 
the gospel, and the manner of preaching it. The Israelite indeed, 
in whom there is no guile, rejoices in the truth, and can bear to 
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hear a plain, pungent, searching discourse. The “doctrines of 
grace” are to him the bread of life, the support of his soul. 

It may be profitable to give a description of such a sermon as de- 
lights the wicked: and to show what sort of preaching impenitent 
sinners love and will commend. The passage of scripture already 
quoted contains a general description of such a discourse. It mustet 
not contain right things. This is a negative description. It must 
contain smooth things : it must abound with deceits. This is a posi- 
tive description. Take both constituent parts of the representation, 
and you will have the general outlines of an anti-evangelical sermon. 
You will have the grand lineaments of such a discourse as comports 
with the feelings of a depraved heart. 

A discourse designed to please the wicked must not contain right 
things. It is a negative excellence to have nothing positively offen- 
sive. Right things, were they introduced into a discourse, would 
condemn, and alarm the impenitent. Of course, pain would be ex- 
cited; and pain would produce displeasure. The preacher, who 
should frame a discourse to gratify the unrenewed disposition, would 
fear that the exhibition of right things, would place him in the si- 
tuation of Micaiah; would make him, as well as his message, an ob- 
ject of hatred. The proposed sermon, therefore, must not contain 
right representations of the character of God. Should the attributes 
of God be enumerated and insisted on, the proud heart would rise 
in rebellion against the doctrines of inflexible justice, eternal coun- 
sels, and the co-operation of infinite wisdom and almighty power to 
display the glory of God. It must not be said that Jehovah is of 
one mind; that with him is no variableness, nor the shadow of a 
turning; that his counsel shall stand, and that he will do all his 
pleasure. It must be concealed, that Jehovah is the holy, just, and 
good governor of the universe, without whom not a sparrow is sold, 
nor a haar of the head falls to the ground. Should it be represented 
that the Lord minds the affairs of men, it would degrade him in 
the opinion of sentimental and rational infidels, for they have attri- 
buted to him a greatness, which consists in being as stupid and in- 
active as an Indian’s earthen god, which will neither sce, speak, 
nor hear; nor regard the conduct of its votary. It must not be 
supposed, that Jehovah has any more concern with this universe, 
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than an arfizan with the watch he has made; wouod up;. regulated, 
and sent to another contiaent for sale. This is a similitude, of 
which those who live without God .in the world, are foud: aud 
should a preacher be,so unfortunate as to say, that “ the Most Hight 
ruleth in the kingdom of men,” he would lose all the friends he had 
previously gained among the passions of the depraved heart. Divine 
sovereignty in the goveroment of man must not be asserted; because 
the unrenewed heart.says, “uo God,” except’a Creator who made 
the machine, and sct it a going, to continue its free-agency, uutil tie 
wheels are worn out, and the main spring loses its elasticity. God 
in Christ, manifest in the flesh, must not be exhibited as a holy 
God, abhorring all sin; nor must the love of Christ be presented in 
such: a light as to expose human ingratitude. It is offensive to a 
proud spirit, to hear avy preacher declare, that Jesus Christ, is the 
Samour of sinners; of poor, lost, self-destroyed, condemned sinners, 
He must not be represented as our deliverer from the wrath aud 
curse of God, and from everlasting torments. Such a character of 
a crucified Jesus would reflect too much disgrace upon the character 
of the noble creature man. Neither must a discourse, designed to be 
popular among wicked men, and flatter their vanity, contain any 
intimation of the necessity of divine influences. Not so much as the 
name of the Holy Ghost can be introduced without exciting some 
unpleasant remembrance of the doctrine, that men are “dead in 
trespasses and sins,” are full of moral “ wounds, bruises, and putre- 
fying sores,” which need to be thoroughly cleansed and healed.® 
The wicked are unwilling to form any such opinion of God, as shall, 
by consequence, imply guilt, misery and rebellion on their part. 

Hence it must be evident, that the proposed sermon must not 
contain any right representations of man’s character; it must not 
speak of him as the child of wrath, the fallen rebel, the alien from 
God, the enemy of his Maker. It-must not be affirmed, that “there, 
is none good, that “all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God.” If you have already written it, blot from your manuscript 
the quotation from the holy Scriptures, which. saith, “Ah, sinful 
nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed. of evil doers, children 
that are corrupters! they have forsaken the Lord, they have pro- 
voked the holy one of Israel unto anger, they are gone away back- 
ward,” 
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_'Sitice the idea of depravity, and the doctrine of man’s inability to 
merit justification may not be introduced, it follows, 
. ‘That the proposed sermon stiould not contain any right things 
concerning the method of salvation. The scriptural doctrines ‘of 
atonement for the sins of believers, by the blood of Jesus; of freely 
bestowed pardon, justification, regeueration, and sanctification, must 
be passed over in silence. 

Lastly, the sermon must not contain any right things concerning 
the future punishment of the wicked. The expressions, torment, 
punishment, devils, damned spirits, fire and brimstone, wrath of God, 
hell and damnation, uoless introduced to show how lightly the 
preacher thinks of them, will effectually mar the beauty, sublimity, 
and attractive loveliness of a fashiouable preachment. 

These things must not be named by those who determine to 
gratify the multitude, which say in heart, “prophesy not unto us 
right things.” Some positive excellencies, however, are ee to 
please the impenitent. 

A discourse designed to please the wicked must contain smooth 
things and deccits. 'The style of writing must be smooth and deceit- 
ful. There is a smoothness, in opposition to an angry, rough man- 
ner, which all writers should cultivate: but the smooth things 
which the wicked. desire in a discourse, are very intimately con- 
nected with deceits, ‘The style must be so polished, as to prevent 
any part ‘rom sticking, like an arrow of truth, in the guilty con- 
science. All the shafts of a polite preacher must have a downy 
cushion on the point. Old fashioned, scriptural phrases, must’ be 
omitted, and their place supplied by terms, high sounding, little uo- 
derstood, and of very general import. Take a few examples. 
Instead of sin, those who wish to please the wicked, say imperfec- 
tion ; instead of crimes, error ; instead of hell-firc, punishment ; in- 
stead of torments, discupline ; instead of hell, a state of improvement ; 
instead of enmity, weakness ; instead of damnation, chastisement ; 

instead of regeneration, amendment ; instead of holiness, virtue ; - 
instead of the fear of God, a sense of propriety ; and instead of re- 
pentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus, a due degree of 
self-love.. There must be a formal gravity in the discourse, that it 
may pass for preaching ; and now and then, a scrap from some hea- 








294 DIRECTIONS FOR/AN ARIAN, SOCINIAN, &c. 


_then poet, for a show of learning, lest the delighted hearers should 


be chargeable with following an ignorant map, a blind guide. ‘There 
must be some semblance of piety, lest the conscience should be start- 
led at the idea of a thoughtless, infidel minister of Christianity. 
Some smoothly turned periods must gratify the ear, which is never 
satisfied with hearing; ambiguous terms must give the hearer the 
pleasure of choosing the sense most grateful to his heart; and a little 
wit interspersed, must serve the purpose of salt,to keep the lifeless 
body of the discourse from putrefaction. “Speak unto us smooth 
things ; prophesy deceits.” , 
The matter must be smooth and deceitful, to please a rebellio 

people, lying children. Nothing must be ‘admitted, which is calcu- 
lated to excite alarm, or give offence to “the man of a naturally 
good heart.” The doctrine of a new heart is too rough to please. 
It has many offensive points, which prick the proud, selfish, un- 
subdued rebel. When writing a popular discourse for the ungodly; 
avoid the scripture as much as possible, and only take a text for the: 
sake of appearance, as a perjured person lifts up his hand to swear, 
or kisses his thumb, instead of the holy Evangelists.* Repeat 
some of the promises, but be silent about the threatenings. It would 
be much amiss, even to say, “wash you, make you clean, put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine eyes: cease to do evil, 
learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the 
fatherless, plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason to- 
gether, saith the Lord. Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” To represent that men need to be cleansed in soul, 
and that their sins are actually like crimson, glowing with guilt, is . 
quite offensive to the unrenewed. The sermon must be composed 
aod delivered in such a manner, as shall give no offence ; as shall 





* It is customary in the State of New-York, to make oath = the 
Holy Evangelists of Almighty God,” instead of swearing by the only 
living and true God : and instead of lifting up the hand, the rite of kissing 
the book is retained. One master of a vessel asked another, during the 
embargo, how he could deliberately perjure himself at the Custom-House ? 
“ Poh, my lad, “ replied the accused Captain, “J only kissed my thumb, 
with which I held the book !” : 
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lead no person in the audience to think the preacher intended to 
describe himself, or any other individual. The application, if any 
‘is added, must not be designed for any beiogs either in heaven, earth, 
or hell; but for a class of inoffensive, sentimental phantoms of men, 
which existed many years ago, in the golden age, on the Elysian 
fields. The person who shall attend to these well-known rules, 
which are practised by cunning preachers, may be certain of damo- 
ing his own soul, and the souls of his hearers. 


OE ee 
MAXIMS. 


1. Do nothing in a fury; for that is putting to sea in a storm. 

2. Neither hate the man for his vice, nor love the vice for the 
man’s sake. 

3. Despive not a good man because he is poor, but respect him 
for his virtue. 

4. Search others for their virtues, and thyself for thy vices. 


nea 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN. MONITOR. 
ENIGMA. 
(Addressed to Christian correspondents.) 


The truth I always declare ; * 
With impunity never am cfost ; 

You sink in abodes of despair, 
And without me surely are lost. 


Whoever I dwell with I love, 
And cherish with tenderest care 5 

My emblem is seen in “the dove,” 
My recipients for joy I prepare. 





————————————— 
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Perceived not by Reason-alone : 
I guide her by mazes along ; 
(Exalted I sit on a throne, ' 
Am surrounded by many a song ;) 


But when she discovers my worth, 
In humble obeisance she bends ; 

Embraces my word as the truth, 
Her journey in safety she ends. 


A secret I ever convey 
To those who love me and fear ; 
"Tis rich, ’tis brighter than day: 
And “he that hath ears,” may “ hear.” 
Ma4Zarortu. 


eee} 1S oe 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 
(Concluded from Page 280.) 


What I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch. John xiii. 37. 


III. We now pass to a consideration of several reasons, which 
should induce us to watch. 

Here I would observe, that the reasons for our Saviour’s enjoin- 
ing this duty, are.as weighty and momentous as the duties thereby 
enjoined, and grow out of them. 

Man is endowed with ao immortal soul, which came from the 
hands of his Maker pure ; was capable of knowing and enjoying him, 
and possessed a perfect freedom of will. His subsequent fall 
did not destroy his faculties or accountability. When a degraded 
and fallen being, he was bound to obey the commands of God, and 
act as a free agent, who might justly. be ealled to account for all 
violations of the Jaw, in thought, word, and actions; and who was 
warned that a day of judgment would come, in which he must ap- 


pear before the impartial bar of a just and omniscient God. Alt 
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8 is taken for granted in the text; but the uncertainty of the 
time wheu this awful event shall take place, seems to be urged 
as the principal motive to watchfulness. The reasons given by 
Christ are the best and the most powerful inducements. “ Watch 
aud pray, for ye know not when the time is... Watch ye therefore, 
for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, at 
midnight, at the cock-crowing, or in the morning.” It is certain that 
the time will come, that the master of the house will return ; but the 
uncertainty of the hour is to present a powerful motive for constant 
watchfulness. Wait for your Lord’s return, “ Lest coming sudden- 
ly he find you sleeping.” “Watch and pray.” Here, as in many 
other places, prayer is united with watchfulness, They can never 
be separated; watchfulness is maintained by prayer, and without 
it watchfulness cannot be maintained. A prayerless person ¢ can 
never be said to watch in the sense of the text. 

It is watchfulness only that can prevent a surprise; and God has 
left it in an awful uncertainty that we may not presume upon time, 
for when we begin to say, “ my Lord delayeth his coming,” watch- 
ing ceases. The fear of God is an inducement to watchfulness, and 
many other reasons might be selected, but I shall close my remarks 
under this head with only one more, and that relates'to the sudden- 
ness, of his appearance. This may be considered amongst the 
weighty reasons of a persevering watchfulness. Sudden indeed 
as the lightning that shineth from one part of the heavens to an- 
other, “As a snare shall it come on all those on the face of the 
earth ;” that is, the negligent shall be taken as a thoughtless or un- 
wary bird in the snare: for in such an hour as ye thivk not, the 
Son of man cometh. Men will be as.much surprised as if they 
had never heard in their whole lives, that he would come at all; 
therefore, “ what I say unto you, I say unto all, “ watch.” 

1V. Some practical remarks deserve our consideration. Since 
great is the import of this momentous word, “ watch,” much is 
thereby enjoined upon all; ministers of Christ are not only to 
watch for their own souls, but for the souls of others; that they 
may be found faithful in proclaiming this important duty of watch- 
fulness. Since the whole sum of religious duty is included and im- 
plied in it, they are bound to enjoin the importance of this com- 
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mand upon all those under their care, that they may not be found 
sleeping, remiss, or negligent in any duty. 

’ Is this enjoined as the duty of ministers of Christ to proclaim ? 
and do they perform it ? Yes, we have reason to bless God for a 
faithful ministry in our happy and highly favoured land. How 
great are our privileges; and how hisiily criminal the practice of 
some, who read only to pervert the scriptures, or apply the text to 
others ; or who goto church and ear a sermon, or a part of it, (for 
such do not usuaily hear it a!!) snd oniy apply it to others! T re- 
peat it, our privileges are gre®i, and i this respect we may be said 
to be raised to heaven. How great ther the guilt of those who hear 
and read the doom of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, or the 
wo pronounced against Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, with- 
out trembling for themselves. 

Permit an old man, therefore, to say, when you read your Bible, 
be solicitous to understand and apply every text. It will admivis- 
ter comfort under every trial and affliction, guard you against temp- 
tation; and be a sure guide to the knowledge of every duty. Let it 
be accompanied with the ejaculation of the heart toGod. In short, 
expressive sentences of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving, which have 
a wonderful affect in them, and tend very much to keep up the 
soul’s communion with God in a life of holiness. These breathings 
are the very breath of faith, and we may as well expect the body to 
be kept alive without breathing, as to keep faith alive without 
prayer. This is the way, and almost the only way, to attain a pro- 
per sense, and make a suitable application of some texts. Thus 
John xv. 1, 2. “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husband- 
man; every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh away ; 
and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it 
may bring forth more fruit.” The ejaculatory prayer should be, 
“ May my heavenly Father grant that I may be a branch of this 
true vine, that I may bring forth fruit, and when he sees it neces- 
-sary to purge me, although his discipline may seem severe, yet may 
it cause me to bring forth more fruit” Again———John xix. 34. 
“ And one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forth- 
with came thereout blood and water.” Ejaculation—* Help me, 
© Lord, always ta remember that my sins were the cruel instru- 
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ments that pierced and wounded the Saviour.” ‘He was wounded 
for our transgressions: he was bruised for our iniquities.’ Such an 
attention as this to the Scriptures, constitutes the best proof of 
Christian watchfulness. 

God hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world, and 
this command of our Saviour to watch, has a peculiar reference 
to that awful period. Nothing will contribute more towards ena- 
bling us to live as Christians, than to remember our latter end. 
If death ie a terror, it is because we have not been watchfuk 
that it is so, and nothing can serve more powerfully to detach the 
heart from the world, and sanctify its affections, than the habitual 
remembrance of eternity. 

Those who are unprepared, are represented as spiritual idiots. 
They are like the foolish virgins, who slumbered until the alarm 
was made; it was then too late :, the wise entered with the bride- 
groom, and the door was shut. Although the foolish virgins prayed 
for admission, yet after the door was shut, the bridegroom disowned 
them. There is a day coming when the door of mercy will be 
shut, and that time may be near to some who read. Bz not like 
the rich worldling, who thought that he had many years in which 
he might indulge himself. “He said to his soul, Soul, thou: hast 
much goods laid up in store for many years, take thine ease; eat, 
drink, and be merry; but God said, thou fool, this night thy soul 
shall be required of thee!” Alarming thought! How sudden, how 
unexpected! Be admonished, O my soul, and let not the world; nor 
any of its pleasures, draw thee aside from the duties of watchful- 
ness and prayer. 

Let us all be excited to watch, that we may receive the blessing 
of “that servant, whom his Lord, when he cometh, shall find se 
doing.” “Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou inte 
the joy of thy Lord.” 


— 3) 
SELECT SENTENCES. 


1. A Cockle-Fish may as soon crowd the occan into its narrow 
shell, as yain man evcr comprehend the decrees of God. 
Bishop Beveridge. 
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2. Have you any reason to believe that you have, at aby time, 
had communion with God, in private, or in public; in Four c'oset, 
or in your family ; or in the church, under any ordinance, whether 
by the ministry of the gospel, prayer, or the supper of the Lord? 
—then you may be assured, Christ made satisfaction for you ; or 
you would never have enjoyed such communion. - Dr. Gill. 

3. None are transplanted into the Paradise above, but from 
the nursery of grace below. Boston. 

4. How harmless is defamation from a fellow-creature when 
God the great Creator smiles. Hervcy. 

5. The best way to be even with Satan and his instruments, for 
all their evil against us is, by doing as much good as we can, where- 
ver we come. Gurnall. 

6. A poor man without grace is twice poor, and completely mi- 
serable—A rich man, who is a believer, hath a double portion. 

Parr. 


eee eee 


The time in which each part of the New Testament may be read 
distinctly ; and proved to be correct by several who have made the 
trial. 





H. M. H. M 
Matthew 1 48 $ 1 Timothy 0 12 
Mark 1 9 3 2 Timothy 0 9 
Luke 1 58 3 Titus 0 6 
John 1 26 Philemon 0 3 
Acts 1 52 Hebrews 0 33 
Romans 0443 James 011 
1 Corinthians 0 44 1 Peter 0 13 
2 Corinthians 0 28 2 Peter ee ie | 
Galatians 015 1 John 0 12 
Ephesians 0-15 } 2 John 0 2 
Philippians 011 3 3 John 0 2 
Colossians 0 10 Jude 0 4 
1. Thessalonians 0 9 $ Revelation 0 50 
2 ‘Thessalonians 0 6 F 





Consequently the New Testament may be read in 14 0 
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REFLECTIONS. 


»Tuou wilt guide me by thy counsel, (said a great man of old) 
and afterwards receive me to glory, addressing Jehovah by faith, 
and exercising a child-like confidence in his infinitely superior wis- 
dom. 

How blessed must that man be, who inhabiting a world of confu- 
sion and distress, and feeling his own insufficiency to order his steps, 
amidst the alluring snares which surround him; is thus enabled to 
cast his mind on high, and in hope to stand waiting with patience 
to experience a happy and complete deliverance. 

The rich may be envied hy the base for their splendid posses- 
sions; the great men of this world may receive from men of grovel- 
lipg minds their homage; but the good man, the Christian alone, is 
truly rich, and great. Like a ship richly laden, having a skilful 
pilot at the helm, he outrides all the storms and tempests which 
drive him across the boisterous billows of this world, and at the 
last, safely arrives to the fair haven where he would be. 

How often does the good man ask himself, when shall these chilly 
blasts of adversity and sorrow cease to blow against me? When 
will the cold frosts of evil: cease to chill the best desires of my 
mind, and the best rays of the heavenly Sun illuminate my soul, 
without an obstructing cloud ?—And how satisfying the assurance 
of a conscience void of offence, which faithfully persuades him, 


yet a little while, and one transcendant day will bless his waiting — 


hopes, and crown his wishes: yet a little while, and the night of 
trial is no more, a day of blissful reward Will succeed. Having the 
promise, the inheritance is as sure to follow, and become his pos- 
session, as that dissolution is the mean by which he clasps it in his 
enjoyment. 

Christian! Stop a moment on the blessed ground of holy contemr 
plation. Let celestial piety unloose those cords which bind in con- 
finement those delightful exercises of the heart, indulge the expan- 
sion of every faculty and power of thy soul, and bring forth thy 
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best affections. See on the cummit of yonder mountain, an object 
alone sufficient to satisfy every expanded desire: let every feeling 


‘swell, and every sensibility be excited. Hark! it cries behold me! 


behold me! O let the sacred voice reach the ears of thy under- 
standing. Let thine eyes be riveted, for it is the suffering, bleeding; 
dying Son of God; thy Saviour, thy Redeemer. 


Soon as Immanuel’s face appears, 
My hope, my joy begins ; 
His name forbids my slavish fears, 
His grace removes my sins. 
*¢ All my capacious powers desire, 
In him most richly meet; 


Not to my eyes is light so dear, 
Nor friendship half so sweet.” 


Advance, and see the distant prospect which greets our anxious 
gaze. Mysterious wonder! What is this? The veil of the temple 
rent in twain, and our merciful and faithful high-priest in things 
pertaining to Cod,—mediating, intercediog. And does the sun, the 
enlivening luminary of the world, shroud itself in gloom,—shall 
these dead bodies rise, aud are hard rocks broken at the amazing 
mystery! Christ crucified? So should our hearts melt, so should’ 
our affections glow, and our bosoms burn, until the vision is com- 
plete, on the happy shores of the New Jerusalem of God; until our 
feet are brought to his throne, and blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, and wisdom, and might, become the glorious hal- 
lelujah! 


me ie 
LETTER. 


Extract of a Letter from M. Fn. 1812. 


We called to see Comfort Collins, aged 101 years and 8 months: 
and have no remembrance of a more instructive and precious oppor. 
tunity. All her faculties, except her religious sensibility, have in 
a measure fled: she has no kind of recollection that she ever had a 
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husband or children, houses or lands; nor of her nearest friends 
when named: yet her sense of divine good and the religious fer- 
vour of her mind appear wnabated. 

We staid about an hour, and during the whole of this time she 
was engaged in praising her Maker, in exhorting us te love the 
Lord, and to lay up treasure in heaven: and in declaring several 
times, that “one hour in his presence, is better than a thousand else- 
where :” “I know it, friends; I know it from experience :?’—Then 
her voice would settle away with that kind of melody, which dear 
old Mary Griffin used to make : and after being still a minute or 
two, she would again, with angelic sweetness, elevate her voice, in 
praising the Lord: and in advising us to love and fear him. 

She would look round upon us and say—“ I love you, dear 
friends ; though you are strangers to me: but I love them that love 
the Lord: blessed be his name.”—She held Betsy P—n, and myself 
by the hand nearly all the time, and the whole company were ia 
tears while we staid. 

The remembrance of this opportunity of her company, is yet sav- 
oury to my mind, and I hope ever will be, while memory remains. 
For I think Mary Griffin and Comfort Collins,.are the most mem- 
orable instances of the reality and rectitude of the precious princi- 
ple of light and life, next, to the influence of it in my own soul, I 
ever met.” 


at 3 
POETRY. 


A gentleman who was a great lover of music, but had delighted in 
what was loose and vain, upon his conversion to God exchanged 
profane for sacred melody, upon which happy revolution he com- 
posed the following Ode, which may very properly be entitled 
the Viol new strung. 


I run’p my shell, and wak’d a tone ; 
As swift as thought my fingers flew : 

The luscious page obsequious grown, 
As swift self-epen’d to my view. 
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POETRY. 


Th’ illumin’d eye beheld with pain, 
Bacchus and Cupid made divine ; 


Beheld, and with a brave disdain 


Quiick turn’d away from Love and Wine. 


The blushing optic glanc’d around, 
\ Near lay the Christan Magazine ;* 
Fast clasp’d it lay, in iron bound, 
The page unsoil'd, the margin clean. 


I touch’d the book with trembling hands; 
The volume glad did open spring : 

I look’d, and thus the text commands, - 
“ One of the songs of Zion sing.” 


“ Lord,” I began; my shell was mute, 
My hand forgot its cunning too: 

“ Lord,” I resum’d, it would not suit ; 
The theme was strange, the sonnet new. 


' With pious indignation vext, 


No more the guilty strings I try: 
Rebellious to the sacred text, 
I snap’d the chords, and cast them by. 


My viol now I string anew ; 

Help, Lord! with voice elate I cry : 
The viol yields its tribute due ; 

The chords responsive harmony. 


Long suffering God, who erst didst bear 
The idle song, the wanton lyre, 
O listen to my better air, 


And tune my harp and heart-strings high’r! 
PoLyHyYMNIUvs. 





* The Bible. 














